Genital Warts
Also called:
Condylomata
acuminate, Venereal
warts

Genital warts are a
sexually transmitted
disease (STD) caused
by the human papillomavirus (HPV). The warts are soft, moist,
pink or flesh-colored bumps. You can have one or many of these
bumps.

In women, the warts usually occur in or around the vagina, on the
cervix or around the anus. In men, genital warts are less common
but might occur on the tip of the penis.

You can get genital warts during oral, vaginal or anal sex with an
infected partner. Correct usage of latex condoms greatly reduces,
but does not completely eliminate, the risk of catching or
spreading HPV.

The warts might disappear on their own. If not, your health care
provider can treat or remove them. The virus stays in your body
even after treatment, so warts can come back.

Text is public domain by MedlinePlus (www.medlineplus.gov) This handout, created by Healthy Roads
Media (www.healthyroadsmedia.org), can be freely distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us)

Last reviewed 2012




